Biography of Key-note Speaker

Li Datong Bornin 1952 in China’s western Sichuan province, Li Datong moved with his
parents to Beijing in 1954. In 1968, in the midst of China’s Cultural Revolution, he was
sent as an “educated youth” to the steppes of Inner Mongolia, where for 10 years he
tended livestock. He left Inner Mongolia in 1979 and joined China Youth Daily, a major
nationally circulated newspaper, where he works still today. In 1989 he was stripped of
his editorial position and prevented from working for five years after helping initiate
dialogue between journalists and central Party leaders on the reform of Chinese news
media. In 1995, he resumed his work as a journalist, launching the weekly supplement
Freezing Point for China Youth Daily. During Li’s eleven-year tenure at Freezing Point,
the supplement reported widely on all aspects of contemporary Chinese society,
touching frequently on controversial topics and garnering a strong following among
readers. In January 2006, Freezing Point was shut down by Chinese propaganda
authorities and Li Datong was once again stripped of his position as editor.

Li Datong’s writings include The Story of Freezing Point, a look back on his
experiences with the supplement, and Using the News to Influence Today.
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